Introduction
During the past 35 years, health technology assessment (HTA) has been utilized in industrialized countries such as USA, Canada and Europe. A wonderful transformation has occurred in health decision in various countries such as Sweden, Spain, France, England, and Italy. However HTA is a new context in developing countries, and expanding rapidly (1) (2) (3) (4) . Health sector's decision and policy makers rely on comprehensive scientific evidence in order to make decisions.
Over the past few decades, a rising trend has been observed in these countries towards more efficient allocation of healthcare technologies under given budget constraints. Thereby, HTAs have turned out to be a recognized decision-and prioritization tool (5, 6) . World Health Organization (WHO) has paid special attention to the HTA during the past 2 decades. Utilizing HTAs is similarly expanding in developing countries, as the HTA organizations have been formed in Malaysia, Philippine, Thailand, China, and Pakistan. Briefly, most of the countries such as Iran, that follow up their Health Sector Reform program, have paid special attention to the topic of HTA and to selecting as well as using the proper technology within the framework of political strategic and health sector management (7) . The aim of this study was to investigate the administrative process and function of HTA office in Iran.
Health care in Iran
Iran is located in the Middle East. The area of Iran is 1648195sq-km which makes it the 17 th largest country in the world. Iran is divided into 31 provinces and 336 districts. Tehran is the capital of Iran. Iran's GDP at (PPP) per capita was 9200, 9800 and 11700 US$ in 2005, 2006 , and 2007 respectively (8) also life expectancy for both sexes in 2002, was 68.9 yr (9). Rahbar says: "The right of all citizens to health care is embodied in the Constitution of Iran which recognizes the rights of all citizens to health as well as an equitable distribution of health services based on ideology principles. In practice, this has resulted in a strong focus on basic public health financed through the public budget and delivered to all Iranians through a public primary health care delivery system run by MOH, while secondary-and tertiary-level curative care is financed and sometimes directly provided through the compulsory Social Security Organization (SSO) for formal sector employees and their dependants, the Armed Forces Medical Services Organization for members of the military and their dependants, and the Medical Services Insurance Organization (MSIO) for government employees, rural households, the self-employed, and <<others>> (e.g., student) (10) ." The Ministry of Health (MOH) is responsible for planning, monitoring, and supervision of health related activities for the public and private sectors in Iran. This ministry delegates its supervision to medical universities across the country. There is at least one medical university in every province. The president of a medical university is the highest health authority in the province who reports to the Minister of Health and Medical Education. The president of the medical university is in charge of public health, health care provision in public facilities and medical education. The public sector provides primary, secondary, and tertiary health services. The private sector plays a significant role in health care provision in Iran. And they mainly focus on secondary and tertiary health care in urban areas (8 
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Conclusion
Since evidence based on decision making including HTA provides minimum adverse impacts on the system, policy makers should strongly support this field. So far, deputy of Curative Affairs at MOH made its decision on the necessity of these assessments and results of these projects has informed decision makers at MOH which helped establishing of HTA for all of decision makers and health politicians.
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